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| 2822688 SLES2USSL: 233 
The,Caſe of the... :.. - 
ENGAGEMENT... 


SIR; | -ar(} 

Have! hichetto bcen very; 
| |: {paring in deliverivg” my: 
opinion, concerning» the 
{ point, now maſt. in agitation; 
vis, af the lamfulneſsor unlaws 
fulneſs, of Subſcribing the Ems 
gagement : conlidering the mit+ 
chicts that muſt needs have tol- 
lowed, - if tt ſhould be once 
noiſed abroad, that | had given  *-? 
forth any determiriationy uvſo  -- 
7] ickle a:poine; *beould notbur |: 
/].. foreſee onthe bne fideg// if; 4; 
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DE) ( 2 ) | 
ſhould condemn it, as utterly - 
unlawful, how I ſhould be 
looked upan, by thoſe that have 
all power in thetr hands, not 
as a refuſer only 31, but a dif- 

*ſwader alſo of what they have 
thought fit to require; And on 
the other fide, if I ſhould allow 
it inany caſe Lawful,” what4ll * 

- uſe would certainly be made : 

' thereof by multitudes of people, 
apt to be fo far ſcandalized 
chereby, as cicher to {wallow it 
whole without chewing, C that } 
is, reſting themſelves upon the 

eneral determination of the 

awfulneſs, to take ir hand 
over head, without "due conf1- 
deration;cither of the true mea> 

*_ hing of ir, or of other[requilite | 

| cautions , and circumſtances) : 

* "3500 | or 
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| | . | «STS 
o Wu 
( , 
bY ' 


or elſe to conceive themſelves 


by ſo engaging, to be for ever 
diſcharged from the bond, of- ' 


cheir former Allegiance, * 
Yer fince by your Lercer,and 
by ſending your Servant rhere- 
with on purpoſe,ſo many dayes 
journey , through unknown 
wayes, and atthis ſeaſoh of the 
OY (eſpecially as che weather 
ath proved, {ince his coming 
forth ) ſcarce paſſable, you 
have ſhewn your earneſt defire 
ro underſtand whar my opinion 
is in this point 3; fo grear, both 
for difficulty and concernment 3 
I could not think it hit, nor con- 
Gftent with that civility whik 


is tobe uſcd, eſpecially rowards 
Strangers , to fend back your - 3 
-meflenger, withour che. oo 1 


A4 


WF" O30 


2 < 


[2 
oy 


4 
om 
uU 


4 


> , 
& 


» 
- 
o 
oo 


> >, 
» 
\ - 

4% 
: 


| (4). | 

of ſome /, kinde, of anſwer: 
-  Wherein, albeit. I ſhall nox 
"come. up to the full,' of what -] 
*- your Letter declareth to. be {: 
your deſire, 9iz. 1n giving 4 } 
pParticalar Fndement, and efti- }. 


mate of the Eight ſeveral Ar- * 
guments, therein propeſed, aud 
the- «dditional- Quzre in the 
Poſtſcript; yet. you ſhall find - 
ſomething}, tending \towards 
your ſawsfation therein , by 
rouching upon thoſe points (ſo 
farr as the ſtraits of time would 


- ſuffer) wherein. the difficulty 


of the whole buſinc(s, feemerh 
chictly to conliſt, 


FLY. 5: 

+ #irſt then, it is to be.conſi- 
dered, t 

my o 


| hat 4Megiance is. 2a duty 
that Every Subjc&, under'what 


J 
-*r form 
> £2.30 
'd 
a0 &% . 
= , ” %s - 
= 
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| . ly 0; the ;$qveraign. Power 


—_— SY ae 4 — 


#erior memberofithe-body 


md *» as \F// WF ms Wy * T7 


the Law of. Natare, 'oweth-to 
bis Countrey, and conſequent- 


ther cof,'For:the very fame Law 


 (whichwemay call die.Lofdf 
Nature,at: lealt in a large ac> . 


ceptaton) which inclinerh{pat» 
tieulqy men; ro. grow. wito:one 
civil . body; of. &  -Common- 
wealth, muſt nectſlavily: withs 
all. imprint a) ſenſe, and; tacite 


acknowledgement 'ofiſuch.adus. 


ty: of 'Alegienze;, in every: in- 
un- 


So that the-bdhd df. 4 hegiamca, 
n nar, : A 5 doth + 


\ 


Fo hap I 
form of Government foevet by - 2 


doth- not arife originally from 


thoſe that had not taken the 
oath, had a/grearer liberty, to 


6-4 Mien to *the Allegiance, 


ified in the Oath; then thole 

that have taken ir, have : Or as 
if, in caſe the 04h ſhould be 
quite” Jaid afide.” there ſhould 
beno Allegiance due; Bur itis 
{ointrinſecal,proper,and effen- 

- rial a duty, and ('as it were ) 
fundamental; to the relation of 
a Subje&, qua"tals, as-tharthe 
very-hame of a Subj:& ,"'dorh 


much, -thar: ir hath thereupon 
ined;, in -common/tfave-of 


| fegiancee Whence all theſe in- 
tcrevices will follow, 
1h $4 ; 1, That 


the Oath of Allegiance ; as if | 


| 


aſter a ſort;\import' ie 5 In' fo 


;the ſiyle of Nuraral 21. 


"03 - 

r.. Thatthe bon4 of Alegt: 
ance, ( whether {worm or not 
{worn ) is in the nature! of it 
| perperueland indiſpenſable. ' 

e, | 2:; Thar it is {© inſeparable; 
+ {| _ fromthe relation of a fubj | 
2s | thar a!though the exerciſe of 
& | may be ſuſpended by ceaſ 
a4 | of a prevailing f.rce, whileſt 
* | the Subje& is under ſuch forces 
1s ( viz, where it cannot be' imas 
) | gined:, how 'the ' endeavor. of 2 
}f exctciling it. can'beeffoan. + 
e ally ſerviceableito crelttire the © 6 
h 1 Soveraign-Power tothe” righe 
9 4 owner; . for :the :cſtabliibmetix C 
h 4 of that- Publck fultice.-and; 
f | Peace,whereinthe __ 
| Common-wealrhs c*ntifte1 
L | - yetino ourward force'oan;! 
——_—_— rake it. anyone. 


5 
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_—— "7.8". 
move it;but thar fill it remain- 
. eth vercually in the Subje&., 
and obligattyto an endeavour | | 
F” (fo ſoon as\the: forcethathin- | 
| .gered:it.is over.) af | actually 
Exerciſing of it, 'for- the” ad- 
vantage of the party, to whom 
of right.it is due, and the ad- 
—_— R of. ::the pm 
thereby, upon all fir oc- 
calions. | ofa 
2-7 3- That no Subject of Emg- 
land, thateither hath, by taking 
- - thie Qathes of -Sxpremacy; or 
| - WAlegiance;; acknowledged 3 
-, _ Nx.ahari not having taken either 


XA Oath, yer" otherwiſe - knows 
> RBh5-dr::;believerh, that :ithe 
que! men. Pawer;m 'E PI 
20 .pybom his Naturab Abepi 
p- 462 ci5veue, is the: King, bis 
ESC | Hers; 1 


" "Ip "Oi 
Heirs, 'aud- 
can: without finning” | againſt 
his Conſcience, enter into ahy 


Covenant, Promiſe;or Engage. 


ment, ot Uo any other AF, or 
Atts whatſoever, whereby'et- 


ther to transferr his Allegiamre 


to any other. party , to whoth 
ir-is* nor of right due , or t6 
pur himfelf into an-incapicit 

of - performing the duties of his 


bounden All. giance, to lis hat 5 


tal Soveraign; when ir mity aps 
pear to be uſeful, and fervice< 
able 'to bm, © 3. 00997 3501 

4. That therefore thetaking 
of rhe late' Sol:11 Le ag 


thar therein he: bad: 85+ Homolir 


Ea Ls » * 

l Þ 3 ATERE 

«. *% \X 

[ = C [ _ I | ſor | 
| $ | 3» | 
= * 


| gur ind 
Covenant, by any' Sijeftof - 
England '(cnowwirhſitagins the --: 
Proreſtriont: in (tbe Prefave®. © 


Z 
= 0 
- 
- CT SY. d +® 
_ r » ®. = :* 4 
' {8 
= . 


4 


” 


 - "of the 

 *thatexpreſ(« clauſe in one of the 
 Aviiclesof it, wherein he ſwore, 

The Preſer tion of the Kings 

Perſon and Honour) was an at 


as clear contrary to the 04h of 


All-giance,and the Natsral Du- 
15 of every Subjetof England; 


as the Afrfling of the: King 


to the nimoſt of ones power 


Cwhich ' is a branch. of the - 


Oaths) and the afliſting.. a- 
gainſt any perſon whatſoever, 


with his utmoſt power , thoſe ' 


that were | a{tually:in Armes 
againit: he King « which was 


-* the very end«.for which. that 


- Covenant-wayſcr-0n, foot;..are 
- contrary the one untorhe athers 
" *+5:;: And that; alſo; for» the 
. ſame tcaſon., no! Subje@ 1 of 
= A, England, 


wa * 
-- 


Kine before his eyes, and. 


on Se dt oats Wes HH a ns. 9 


Po OO0Y JOY”, OO" 0g 0 NG 


| "Ut Fas 

England," that hith-taken the © 
Oarhs, andunderſtanderhthem, - 
or is perſwaded that the Sove- 
raignty, of” this, Realm , doth 
of righr belong ro the King, 
his Heirs; and lawful Succel- - 
fors , can without finning in 
like” manner -againſt his Con- 
ſcience, take the Engagement 
now. offered : if he i under-' 
ſtand the words, whercin it 1$ 
expreſſed as if the y did conrain 
in them\ and require of the 
Promiſer, an acknowledgment 
thar the Supream Power of this - 
Realm,whereutito the Subjects 
ow their bounden Allegiance,is 


rightly veſted in thoſe _perfons- P 


that” now” exerciſe itz or as 
i# they did import, an utter © 


abjuration, or renouncing of 
; chat 


*J 


4 , 
% ©. } 


YI 


AL h 
Fa Y bu wh by ] 


"m1, hg! (OM P's 
\the__ next 1enquiry.. myſt; be, 
Whether. or,,n0.; the, words of 
- the neagement... WIL rea- | þ; 


> ſong ly. bear ſuch a;conltructi 
on,as'to the Fe NN of i 
+ 2 rational and; coaſciemious | .. 
FP ,. may  fcem., conliſteng, J 5 
With: . his  hoanden. duty and I" 
* Alegiance to.” his lawful 9 1 © 
Yrragn2, Vhercof {libink ) 1 1 
re need be. NO great quelkt- I re 
E | Pa C, af it M well conlte h 
"ie 401601 1 © 
bh ad ntandy | 
2 Ars. HREE & tO, - om \ 
A iGS x, x 087 ſcar6e- 4 t 


—_ * thing 


IIA þ. *- 


$ thing. can, .be RED or expreſ- | 2 
> f ſed in any;;words, how: caus © © 
' } telouſly ſoever choſen , which 


reputed otherwayes b i rants 


_— — — ———C _ - #* hr Dd _ 


$5 { - 
_ ji! 


will - not render the . whole 

ſpeech capable of more CON» 

{truRions'than one. 
2+ Thar very;ma 


known to be. well a ſeated. i 


the King and. his; party; and 


ed and conſcientious. (not to 
mention. the Presbyterians , 


moſt of whom , truly for my 


own part, when we ſpeak of 


learning and conſcience, I hold 
to be very little confiderable) 


have ſubſcribed the Engage-" 2 
ment-4,, who in. the- judgmens. w_— 

- of Charity we are ro; preſumay% 
1 would not fo have done; it 3 


they had. not been ag x ; 
the : 
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| | —_ 

the'words might be uiderti6ad 

ite ſome ſuch qualified ſenſe, 

as might ſtand with the duty 
of Allegiance tothe King. 

3. That ( as you write ) it 

15 ftrongly reported and be- 


lieved , that the King bath] 


gon way to the taking of 
* Engagement, rather than 


this his good SubjeRs, ſhould 
| looſe their Eſtates for refuſing | 


the ſame. Which as it is a 
clear: evidence, that the King 


and they who are about him, | 


to adviſe him, do not ſo -con- 
- ceive of the words of this En- 
gagement , as if they did ne- 
- ceffarily import an abando- 
©. ning! of, the Allegiance due to 
him + ſo 'tis ( it true ) @ mar- 
'ter” of great confideration. to- 
_ wards 


: 


METH | A 
wards - the fatisfaRtion ' of fo 
many; as out of that fear only, 
ty] have fcrupled the raking -of 

jt. For the doing of | that, 

:r4 cannor be reaſonably wy. 
ej to deſtroy 'the Subjeds 4 
hl giance 3 which the King, 'who _* 
of | expeRerth Alegiance from all - _- 
an his Subjeas, advifcdly "and 2 
14] npon” marure deliberation' al- 
ng] loweth them to do. / | 


$124 I 11. Burallthis being orans CE 
n, ' ted, thatithe words of rhe En- 2 
n- 4 gagement, arc capable of (ach 
n.- 1] conftrution; yer is not the 
e- | Conſcience thereby fufficiently 2 
5_1 ſecured , from juſtly Froping (9 

to ar'thetaking thereof, 'unleſs.t _* 
it | may yer further appear , that 2 
o- | the Subje& hath the litertyro - 
ds make 


. 
- . 
-” 
bo 


-- 
: 246 
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Eck as ufc os a © £9 firuRi- | 
on; which 15 in. cfc&,.the 
Bnere contained in > Polt- 
ſcript, , viz, . Whether upon 
ſuppoſition; that. the words of } 
the, Engagement , will bear 
more DO ruQions then one, 
the ſubſcriber may take-it. in 
= hisown ſenſe, or i; bound tg 
rake it in, the impoſers ſenſe d 
> or, Whether it be neceſſary; / 
” or expedient before he ſub- 
© ſcribe, to- ask. thoſe that Te- 
> guire his ſubſcription,. in, whas 
A = they require,him to ſub . 
* ſcribe it > ray the reſo'uti- 
on. of which 2zere,. lince (4s 
I ceye ),abe-laft reſolution 
BED Judgmenr, wherein the 
ncience, 15, 10 Acquieſens 


fork > principally ; "depend 
Nai 


Fare? wo 
tn therein £0 gre iy 


» | acknowledge to have received | 
n | tnuch' Yghe and fatidfation, 
f ] from i coritfe written by a 


r | vefy Leathicd, Juldiciousand Pi- 
»: ousfriend;, whereof! y had 
n che peruſal, bur for Die 5, 
o | fohs; niotrhouzhr firro! be 

dl Ihed).as' "diffiitly, and Far | 
t | y/a5rhetime Vhave 4000 Þt = 
- | ir willfuffer” * Ry 
I "Firſt then”, for a FR & 
1% 8:45 TR of rope ; 
of Th Faith wh oak, Bi 
[- COLES: 

5s | (rake it0in þ oo 

\enanifef 
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; Bing ro the common cuſtom of |<< 
—- ſpcech,and the nature of the bu- | 
ineſs which it concerneth, is ſo | 
grols a conceitz that had not.the 
impudence. of the Jeſuirs ,-4v * 
maintaining the lawfulneſs of } 
their Equivocations,and the {ad | 
experience. of theſe late times, 
 (Cwhereinthouſands have chea- 
- ecd themſelves in; perjury, by : 
©: thinking to avoid.it) evidenced 
»+ the contrary,it n@&ht well have 
> ' been thought a thing igcredible, 
= + that any man of common, un- 
:>gerſtanding, ſhould ſuffer his 
.- teaſor tobeſo infaryated by his }] * 
- "affections ©"as, to be deceived | 
* thereby. For. if-ſuch latitude of : 
c 


þ- SonftruGinn, ſhould he admie- 
'” tedin Promiſes, and other, Ob- 
EP ORG pe” 


 C fs 


w_ > OO 1 w 


py 
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of ded | for 2%. 
| faich amongſt mankind, there _ 
would not remain any poſhi- 
{ ble means, whereby for men 


ran of 


to bave ance of one a- 


4 aother- meanings. Wherefore 
T1rtake that for ; a clear truth, 
That all Promiſes, and Aﬀſa- 


rances wherein . Faith is re- 


-] quired to be given to another, 
| ought to / be _underſtagd, ad 


mentem imponents, accordin 
to the mind and meaning 


him, to. whom the faith is to. . 
;be given ſo far forth. asthe 


REST: may reaſonably ap- 
y the nature "of; the 
---.£ about which it is*con- 
verſant, . and ſuch ſignification 


of the 'words, whereby -it,is 


expreſſed, as according to the 


X 4% "_ o 
. 4 ages + t \ "2 _— Co l / 
= > n - uf LY mt 4 gw. a] n = 


ordinary 


mm" 00>) 
| oedinavy aſe Effpecth athong . 
men; agrecth/belt  thereunrc 
_ The! reafon' whereof is, be 
catiſe the faith To required t q 
be given, is thrended to t 
behoef, © and for the imere 
of 'hini "that "'requireth * ir 
namely-, to the end he m 
have' the better affurance fron 
him/hat giveththe faith ; 'tha 
what-is promifed ſhall be ac 
tordingly performed':” whict 
aſſurance he cannot, have ,' i 
after his meaning, ſufficient! 
declared by the words, ir fhoulk 
yet be * the liberty of the 
dat” , to relerve A. 
on break, meaning | 
Tow” "Kring fe 


73. 01. Tf OJIB CE | ;No4QEH 


, ' | 


| (2 L) 


To 2, But Secondly , 'what if 
"YI the intention of the Impoſer, 
I be not ſo fully 3c. by 
ane the words , and the nature 'of 
-3 the buſineſs ; bur that the 
ſame words may in fair con- 
ſtruKion, be ſtill capable gf 
T.1 a double meaning , ſo as ta- 
nal Lon in- one ſenſe , they ſhall - © 
bind to More , and in ahother 78 
q Leſs? I conceive in ſuch cafe | 
ir is not_ neceſlary , nor-ak- 
4 wayes expedient . ( but rather * 
1 for the moſt part otherwiſe } 
1 for the. Promiſer,, before he 
_ aye faich,- co demand of the 
lr, whether of the two 
S MEAning, up he may 
t _ 
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(24) 
that (for ought I ſee) with-. 
out the violation of any Law: 
of Confcience,' make his juſt 
advantage of that ambiguity, Þ - 
and'take it in the-ſame ſenſe | | 
which ſhall bind 19 'mhe Loſe, 
And this I grotind vpon-'the 
very ſame reaſon as before 5] 
For. firh the Faith to be gi- 

:Velr , is | intended to! the 'be- 
hoof of him, ro whom it is 
givery, 10 conceriieth! him” to 
rake care that his meaning ” 
expreſſed: in ſuch words ' _ 
will ſufficiently manifeſt t 
Fare - to rhe underſtand 
of a Trafoabier man; "White 


: . (a3) 
overſcrupulous diligence', -to , - 
make it out, whereby. ta lay _ 
AJ a greater obligation upon =» 
y, | himſelf, than he. needed to _ 

{e doe; 2 


hel - 3. But then Thirdly, if it 
e 1 ſhall happen (-as often it 
gi-| cometh to paſs, when we 
be-| have to deal with --cunning 
is] men, and may poſhble be:the 
Caſe now , 'and undoubredly 
was ſo in the bufineſs of the 
- al Proteſtation , when the. time 2 
1] was) That he that. requireth © 7 
the faith to. be given,» do.of _ : 
purpoſe {o contrive the words, 
| that there may be lefr.anam- 
bind biguicty” and latirade: of ſenſe 

zn therein'z yea, ant char cit be 
1021 B 2 very 


\yt 


—_ 
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(24) 


very probable, and in a man- 


ner apparent, (upon the-con- 


ſideration of the point of in-: 


tereſt, or other ſtrong. pre- 
ſumptions , ariſing from cir- 
cumſtances or atherwiſe) even 
to 'the apprehenſion of the 
promiſer himſelf, that he hath 
ſome farther reach in requi- 
ring that promiſe from him , 
{ſome more remote and ſecret 
intention , then he 1s willing 
to' diſcover. - In that caſe, 
What is to be done? I ans 
{wer , "That the Promiſer jn 
ſuch caſe, is no wayes ob- 
liged'i1n giving his Faith, to 
take notice of any - ſecret in- 
tention ; | but i5 at liberty ro 
» make uſe of that Latitude 0 

Y is ſenſe, 


A A >, T7. -- A _ _ 0 4 89 ow a ama 


"> 4 
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"(os) is 
ſenſe , which the other , did 
rather  chuſe to leave unde- 
termined, then to reſtrain, 
and ſo to- turn- the others cnn- 
ning dealing to his own belt 
advantage, by taking it in 
the more favorable conſtru- 
Qion; and that which bins . 
deth zo lefs, For it/ i$-4be 
declared intention only, (vis. 
That which the words, ac- 
cording to the common uſe 
of ſpeech,” do in relation to 
the nature of the- . ſubje&; +; 
moſt naturally "and. property 
repreſent , to the” untderſtan= 
ding of reaſonable menzwhen 
they. hear them) and: not? ro 
the remore , ſecrets, and: ve- 


ferved intent, which the” Pro» __ 


Br miſer 


b ISO od & 


<> aa 


reaſon whercof is manifeſt x 


Becauſe: he that requireth 


- Faith to'be given from ano- 
ther, 'by words 'of his own 
contriving, is ever preſumed 
ſo to have determined the 


ſenſe thereof, in the” contri- 


vance of the- words, as may 
- ſufficiently declare, -what Fe 


intendeth the Promiſer ſhould. 


aſſure him to perform. If 
therefore he have not ſo de- 
termined the words, as to 
ſipnifie che More ; it is in all 
reaſon to be preſumed , that 
he intended to oblige him but 
to the Leſs, For being ar li- 
berty-to make his own choice 
of words, whereby to expreſs 
TE 


fy” 


 miſer is obliged unto. The ] 


oy 
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—_ 


his own. meaning 3 who..can 
think otherwiſe , but. that he. 
would make the choice; with 
reſpe& to his own . Intereſt 
And therefore though he mightr 
have. a ſecret ; 1 which 
te- is loath to diſcover , that 


the Promiſler ſhould be bound. . © 


to the More, and. would : be 
marvellouſly well pleaſed, that - 
he ſhould ſo underſtand tHe 
words, as if they intended to 
bind him to. the More: Yet 
ſince it had been ſo ealie a 
matter for him, by adding or * 
alcering a few words, to. have 
declared that intent, if he had 
thought - ic conducible to his 
own ends, It; will be preſu- 
med alſo, that ic was out of 

B 4 reſpect 


; LA hn 
KS»: 


es 


. in ſuch general words, as will 
not exclude the ſenſe,” which 
bindeth -bur to the Leſs; and 
conſequently that his declared 
- Intent obligeth to no more but 
t0 the Leſs only, 


I'V.. To bring the matter 


yet cloſer , and to put it up 


_ tothe preſent Caſes, there 
are yet two things more to be 


* gone, 


Firſt, To ſhew. what the dif- 
ferent conſtruions (the higheſt, 
I mean, and the /oweft ) the 
. "words of the Engagement are 


Haitly capable of. 
625, | And 


reſpe& of ſelf intereſt ;- thar | 
he forbare {o to do, and choſe. 
rather 'to leave his meaning ,_ 


= 
aa am | P—"__ PR—Y a * 


© a 
. And Secondly ,. to: find as 
well.as we can, Whether of 
the two 'is more probably the 
meaning intended by the Im- 
poſers, to be declated by the 


words, 
The words are theſe; 


1 db promiſe to be true and 
faithful to the Commun- 
wealth of England; 4s it 
is now eſtabliſhtd without 
Kirg or Lords, | 


Wherein there arc (ndry am- 


biguiies. | 


I. Firſt, In the words rue | 
and. faithful ; by which may 1 
be intended, either the promiſe - : 
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of that Fidelity and Allegiance” 
(which was formerly acknow-- 


Jedged to be due to the. King, 
&c.) to be now performed 
to thoſe that are preſently 


| poſſeſſed of the Supreme Pow- : 


er , as their right and due, 
Or elſe that promiſe of, ſuch 
a kind of fid-lity , as Caprives 
taken in the Warr promiſe to 
their Enemies, when they. fall 
under their power z wiz, to 
remain true Priſoners of warr, 
and ſogjong as they are in 
"their power , not to attempt 


any thing to their deſtruRti- | 


0, 


+2, Secondly , In the word 
"Commin-wealth, by which may 
ks pb cither 
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(31) © 
cither -be meant "thoſe" pet-" - 


- Tons -who are , the» prevalent - + 


party in this Kingdom ,” and .- * 
now are; poſſeſſed of ;: andido 
exerciſe, the Supreme : Powet 
therein, asit the) right of $9» _ 
veraignty were veſted in them: _ 

Or-elſe, the whole intire' body 
of the (Enghſh+ Nation, 'as'ir 
is a Ctrvil Society or”"State 
within: it ſelf, diftinguiſhed 
from all other Foraign Eſtates. 


Taken--tn | the former ſenſe; * 


the fidelity promiſed tothe 
Common«wealth , relateth di-" 
rely to the 'upholding of that ©. 
party who are the prefenc 
Governors de fatto ; and ith- 
ports ſubje&tion. to then" as. + 
de jure: Bur! taken in- the 
| latter, -* 


- * ax 
: TY *p 


p— 


=y 


- 


7 "Th 


latter, ir relaterh to .the ſafety 
of the Nation, -and importeth 
.. no-more, as tothe preſent Go- 


vernors, but.:to live peaceably 
under them de fats, - and to 
yield | obedience to them "in 
things | abſolutely - neceſlary , 
tor: the upholding Civil $oci- 


ety» within the Realm ; ſuch - 
as are the defence of the Na- ' 


tion' againſt Foraigners ,” the 
furtherance of © Publick  Ju- 


tice, and the maintenance of 
\ - Trade, 


3. In the words 4s 7t & 


now eſtabliſhed, &c. which 
may be . underſtood cither 


by.way of approbarion z- of 


what hath + been done by 
way 


4 
/ 
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way. ' of NEE, King ay 


| Government, and t 


of Peers,” and hots "al 
Authority 'and Power with- 
in the Realm, in the Houſe 


| of Commons, Or elſe iZnxl:- 


«only , 'as a clauſe ſimply 
and barely reciting what man- 


| ner of Government it is, that 


this Nation de-fafo, is now 
under; viz. a Government 
by the Commons only, with- 


out either King or Houle: of 
Lords. 


«© Which Ambiguities 
< conſidered; The bigheſ 


*© conftrution that can be 


- reaſonably made of - the 
Fd - Yonge is to this effec, I 
* &C- 


A tat 


(34) 
« whereunto I,ow Allegiance 


<« tated in the Honſe of Com» 


- - © nor Lords'( as ſuch ) have, 
« or henceforth ought to have, 
* any ſhare-z And. I promiſe, 


« legiance'> and-+ ſubjecion 


« fame with my fortunes and 
© life, to the utmoſt of - my 
* power. 


- And the" loweft. conſtrudtion 


effe&:> © Vyhereas for the pre- 
< ſent the Supreme Power tn 
&* England, 


| * acknowledge' the Soveraign] 
_ & Power ot - this-;. Nation", 


<« and SubjeRtion, tobe:rightdy} 


* mons, Wherein,neither King 


& that; I will perform all Al- 


© thereunto, and maintain the. 


that. can be reaſonably made: 
of the ſame words, is: to. this” 
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| < England, under which Pow: 


*©er I now am, is aQually 


© poſſeſſed- and exercifed by 
 *©the Houſe of Commons, 
* without either King or Lordsg © * 


*« I promiſe that ſo long as I 
* live under their power. and. 
* protetion , I will not con- 
*trive or attempt any a& of 
©* hoſtility againſt them : bur 
* living quietly and peaceably 


© under them, - will endeavor _ 


* my ſelf fairhfully in my place 
*© and calling, to do what 
© every good member 'of;”a 
* Common-wealth ought tg 
*do., for the ſafery of .my 
* Countrey, and preſervation 
*of Civill Socicty , there- 


in, 
V. Now 


Oy "(39 


:- V, Now cometh into be 


conſidered in - the laſt place, 
the great-Queſtion, whether 


of the two conſtructions it 15, 


(That which bindeth to the} 


Moſt, or Ths which obligeth 
' to the Leaſt, the words can 
well bear ) that the formers 


of the Engagement, did ra»' 
ther intend to declare by theſe: 
words > They that think the 


former , want not probability 
of reaſon to ground their per- 


{waſions » For they con» 


fider, that thoſe who are pre- 
ſently poſſeſſed of the Su- 
preme Power, are not minded 


to part with it if they can hold ; 


it, And that the likelieſt way 
to 
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to hold it is, if they can poſ- 


4 fibly bring the whole people: 


of England, or at -the leaſt 


I the far greateſt part thereof, 


to acknowledge that they are 


rightly poſſeſſed of it, and to 


promiſe SubjeRion' and Alle- 
tance to them as ſuch, - And 
that therefore the Engage- 


1 ment , being purpoſely devi- 
1e} ſed and ſet on foot , as the 
| fitteſt engine to expedite that ' 


work, muſt in all reaſon in-- 
tend to oblige ſo farr. Which 


| being ſo contrary to their Judg- - [ 


ment - and perſ{waſion , - con- 
cerning the duty and Oath of 
Allegiance , I cannot blame 


|'thoſe that ſo underſtand the 


words of the Engagement, if 
they 


they  abominate the ' very: 
thought of raking it. 


probability of Reaſon, On-the: 


lieve that the latter and lowe 

{cnſe, is rather to be deemed 
the immediate , and declared 
zyient of the Impoſers, what- 


may be, that the former mea- 
| => ning, may be more agreeable 


altimate intent; between which 

gat there be any difference 
(as it is nor impoſhble but rhere 
may be ) the Engager 1s not 
concerned in it, or nor yet : the 
Equivocation, if. there be any 
42 that, muſt be put upon the 

| Impo- 


Burt there wanteth not great | 


other fide, to induce us 15. be- 


.' ſoever cauſe of {uſpition there] 


to their ſecret , reſerved and: 


yo, = Weg 24 oy 


ps x —_— 


393--. 
Impoſers, not on the Promiſers 
- | ſcore. For thus believing, there' 
Aty arc amongſt others theſe Pro- 
he babiliries. | | 
© .,I+ That many prudent and 

conſcientions men ofthe Royal 
Party, as well Divines and 
Lawyers, as others, have thus 


. fume would nor for any out- 
ward reſpe& in the world;, 
bave- taken it, if they had con- 
ceived any more to have been 
intended 1n it. 

2. That ir hath often'b&@ 
affirmed , borh publickly and 
privately, in ſeveral parts of tte 


cither common fame, or the 
reports of ſundry credible par- 
ticular 
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underſtood-it ; who: we pre. 


Kingdom (it we may believe ' 


Wy 


Eo XC (49) : 
-. ticular perſons) by thoſe that; 
> *have perſwaded or pfefled 0- 
thers to ſubſcribe z” that the: 


and meaning of it, and no 0- 
ther. 
3. That if the Impoſers had: 


kn intent of binding 19 More, 
they might eaſily have framed 
the words ſo, as not to be 
capable of a confiruQion: bin- 
ding 10 Leſs. 

4. That (as is alſo credibly 
reported ) whilſt the form of 
words was under debate, the 
opinion of thoſe that would 
have had it ſet higher , was 
not followed, as held unſeaſo- 
nable z and the vote —_— 
or 


ſame is the very true intent } 


— 


been minded to have. declared | 


\ 


(41), _ 
1 for the more moderate expreſ- 
| ſion wherein it now ftand- 
Ee] eth, 
Ot} 5, That the Impoſers , in- 
9- { tending by the Engagement to 
ſecure themſelves , eſpecially 
ad "againſt the deſigns and at- 
d | tempts of thoſe men, whothey 
e | knew (well enough) held them 
d'] for no other then Ulur rs, 
*C | muſt be in reaſon ſuppoſed to 
1-1 require no more aſlurance of 
them by the Engagement, then 
ſuch as may and 15 uſually gt- _ 
Pt] yen to Uſurpersz which 1s, _ 
'C | not an acknowledgment of 2 
d | their title, and a promiſe of 
5 } Allegiance, but meerly a pro- 
?- | miſe of living quietly, ſo long 
as they are under their a 
an 
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- and enjoy their proteRien. 


Maxim of Political prudence, 


andnotſo much as to exaſpe- 


_ power of their hands to deſtroy 


Wy wy - 


(43) 


- 6, That it is a receivedl 5 


for all new Governors, (eſpeci- 


ally thoſe that cither introduce}; ki 


a new form of Government ;Þ i 
or come in upon a queſtiona-} « 


ble title ) to abſtain from. all 
harſh procedings, even againſt: 
thoſe whom they know to be! 
evil affe&ed ito their Power, 


rate them ( though it be in the! 


chem ) eſpecially in the begin- 
ning: of their Government :' 
bur rather to ſweeten them in- 
to a'better opinion' of their 
perſons ," and to win upon 
them-by Aas of Grace _ 
Obli- 


| Oblivion (for Remiffi- 5:ate; r. 


(43) 


us imperants melting "+ Hem. 


paretir.) So as they © * 
may have- but any tolerable 


4 kind/of aſſurance from them 
1 inthe mean time ; 'of living 
| ytet'y and peaceably under 


eth., We - have -no - reaſon 
therefore to believe that the 


j 1mpolers of this Engagement, 


who have acted the parts of 
the'' greateſt ' Politicians ; ſo. 7 
| perfealy and faccesfully. bi> > 
therto, as' to poſlefs' them 


ſelves fo tully ofthe Supreme * 
:] Power of fo great and flotirt- © 


ſhing'a Kingdom ; "in 'fo few 
years, would- be ſo impolitick 
as 'not to proceed by 'rheſame 
rules, that all 'wiſe "ud 'fuc- 

JEU cesful 
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_ cesful perſons have ever pra-| 


— 


Qiſed in the managing, and for: 
the eſtabliſhing of an acquired 
power,” - 


VI. Out of all theſe pre? 
miſes together ' ( waying m 
Poſitive concluſion, either At- 
firmativeor Negative,touchin 
the Lawfulneſs or Unlawful- 
neſs of ſubſcribing #» #ntverſa- 
l;) I ſhall declare my opinion 
only in theſe few following 
particulars. 

7, Thatitis not lawful for 
- any man. to take the Bng - 
ment with a reſolution to break 
it, | 
2, That therefore whoſo-! 
ever thinketh the words of the 


Engage=« 


(45) 
4-1. Engagement do contain a pro- 

miſe of any thing which its 
not lawful for him to perform, 
cannot take ir with a good 
4 conſcience. | 
3. That whoſoever ſo un- 
myq derftanderh the words of the 
MJ Engagement, as if they did ob- 
lige bim to any thing contrary 
| to his Allegiance;or render him 
unable ro aR according there- 
unto, upon any ſcaſonable 
emerginz occalion ,.. cannot 
with a good conſcience take 
it 


4. That if any man for any 
temporal benefit, or avoiding 

Lany temporal: dammage, ſhall 
[0-] take the Engagement with a 
the doubting confcience - (thar is -- 
ll GC. - before 
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beforc he be Cade in his 
Judgment,upon fome probable 
ground of reaſon, that tt is law- 


ful for him ſo-to do) be finnerh] 


therein, 

5+ Thar if any man after a 
ſerious deſire of informing 
himſclt as. rightly as he can, 
what are the' duties of his Al. 
| Jegiance on the:one fide, and 
what 13 ''moſt+. probably the 
meaning intended by the words 
of the Engagement on the 'o- 


cher f1de:ſhall find himſelf well 
ſatisfied in this periwaſion, 
'rhat;- tire performance in. the 
meantime of what is requt: 


red}by the: Engagement ſoun 


:derſtood; .is no way contra') 


( for any thing he can 'difcer 
fol 
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for the preſent ) to his boun- 
den Allegiance, ſo long as he 
is under ſuch a force, as that he 
cannot {exerciſe ir; and- like= 
wile that whenſoever that force 
is ſo removed from him, or he 
from under it, as that he hath 
power to ad& according to his } 
Allegiance, the Obligation 6f . 

the Engagement of it ſelf de- : 
termineth and expireth : anl 
out of theſe confiderations', 
ratherthen ſuffer extreme'pre. 
judice, in his. perſon 5" eſtate, 
or neceſſary relatiohs, ſhall” 
{ub{cribe the Engagemenrs 


Since his own _-heart cot 
demneth him not;* neither 
C 3 Sir, © 


"to you, which I doubt not bur 
. you will think reaſonable. The 
one, that whatſoever uſe you 
ſhall. pleaſe to make of theſe 
papers, or any thing therein 


contained, for your own or any - 


friends ſatisfaRtion 3 yet you 
would not deliver any Copies 


- * abroad, leaſt they ſhould come 


to be printed, as ſome other 
papers of mine, written in this 
manner have been, without 
my knowledge. This I deſire, 
both in reſpe& of the danger 
1] might incur from the dif- 

es of the Potent Party , 
if any ſuch thing ſhould come 
abroad ; as alſo leaſt ypon the 
conſideration of ſome things 
here 


(48) © ”) 


Sir, I have now tio requeſts | 


, 
"anc aber ws. tc ta” _ vr _ee@--> = os --=Xoq ms 
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| here hinted, they might'think.. 
"the words of the En | 


too light, and might thence 
take occaſion ro lay ſome . 
heavier Obligation upon us, 
1n-word; that ſhould oblige ro 
More, The other requeſt is , 
that ſince I -have not any other 
perfect - copy of what I now 
ſend you, you would procure 
it to be tranſcribed for mes _ 
and cither the copy ſo tranſcri- | 
bed,or theſe very papers rather, 
when you have tranſcribed 
them , tranſmit encloſed in a 
Letter, or by ſome Friend that 
will be ſnre ro deliver them 
{afe, with his own hands, to 


my Son _ in - Lox- 
dep , to whom 1 ſhall write 
C3 ſhortly 


W3 


(59) | 
ſhortly that he may expe I! 
them, 
Sir, I defire that my beſt re- 
_ ſpeRts may be preſented, &c, 
— God cndue us all with -| c 
grace and wiſdom fir for theſe | 
Evil times; to'; whoſe mercy | 
and bleſſing. commend us all, 
I reſt, Cp 


4 


- - (41 2.1 Tour loving Fricud 
> B.P:Dec, : 
* 20.1650, and Servant, | 


"T1007 -- em" 
SSL020K29229266 = 


, 


" \ The Cafe of a 
4 R 4.S'H JV OM 
y | © Deliberately Tteraced® 
F wc. 
The” Cafe, ©! 
Gemtlerpait of gd Eſtate, 


A bath. 1ſ[ne one: only Dawg h- © 
| ter, who placing: her: affefFions  * 
.»pox\s perſoh: much\ beta her 
- rank, intendeth Martace with 2 
him : T6: \Fathtro#taring of © 
ir, in great diſpleaſure Voweth, 
and coxfir meth it with an! Oath, 

that if ſhe Marry hinp;he will” 
ey 27, C4 never 
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never give her a farthing of his 
Eſtate, The Daughter norwith-' 
[tanding Marryeth him : After 
which the Pather ſundry 1imes 


Hterateth and reneweth hu [aid] 


former Vow, and'that in a ſeri- 
ors and deliberate manner ; ad- 
ding further, That he would ne- 


ver give ber or any of hers any | 


| part of his Eſtate. 


 .QUEARE*: 

Whether the: Father s Yow-ſ0 
made, and fo confirmed and ite- 
rated as aboveſaid; \be Obliga- 
ory or non. 

| The Reſolution. 

My opinion is, That the Yow 
345 Rath, and i not at all Ob-- 
ligatory. SUSIE 

| | I. The 


he 
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1, The Queſtion here /pro- 
poſed is concerning the Obliga- 
ton only ; yet I deem 1t expe- 
dicnt to declare my opimon 


" concerning the Rſhneſs alſo :- £ 


and that for two reaſons, Firft, 
Becauſe there ſeemeth in the 
propoſal of the. Caſe, to be 


ſome weight laid uponthe alter 


iterations ,.,which were more 
deliberate, as if they addedito 
the Obligation. And Secondly, 
Becauſe | think ic n&edful char” 
the Vower ſhould: as well. be 
convinced of the; greatneſs of 
his fin in making ſuch'a Vow, 
for the time palt , as ſatisfied 
concerning the preſent and fur 
rure invalidity of it. | 
2, It is calic to believe; that 
the Gentleman when he firſt 
| '- T5 made. 


with a very great indignation 
againſt his Daugttcr, tor ber 
higlfand inexcuſable diſcbedi- 
ence to him in ſo very weighty 
a buſineſs; And truly .it muſt 
be confeſſed, he had need to be 
._ a man of a very rare command 
over his own Spirit, and {ach 
as are ſcarce ro be found one 
of a rhouſand, that could 
fo contain bimſelf within the 
bound&of reaſon. upon fo juſt 
a provocation from an. only 
child (poſſibly ſome oct er ag- 
gravating Circumſtances cons 
curring) as nor 0 be tranſpor- 
ted with the violence of that 


paſſion, imo ſome thovghts and | 


relolucions, nor exactly agree- 
able with the diQatcs of right 
"IC> realon. 


54 
made the Vow, was poſſeſſtd 


{ 

! 
( 
4 
[ 


irrational Vow. / 
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reaſon. Tttan therefore be little 
doubred,; but the Vow made 
whilft the Reaſon was held on+ 
der the f6rce* of fo ſtrong a 
perturbation, was a, raſh and 

2, Nor;will theſe' after-ats 
in confirmation of the firſt 


Vow; though having more of 
deliberation'tn them, be ſuthct- 
entto redeen either it or thum- 


ſelves' fromthe impurarion of 
Raſhneſs: underſtanding raſh- 
neſs ir thart-latitnde as the Ca- 
ſuits do , when they rreat de 
Voto ferer av19 under rhe:no- 
tion whereof they comprehend 
allfiich Vow: as happen per de- 
fettam plene & 4{ uſe delibe- 


 mathemts+, as they exprefsit ;, For 


it tobe conſidered, that when 
E201 "Mi 


h " = 
an injury, diſobedience, or 9+ 
ther affront .is ſtrongly reſen- 


ted, it. many times taketh a very | 


deep impreſſion. in the ſoul., 


which though after, the firſt" 


impetus have a little. ſpent it 
ſelf,irbeginſomewhat to abate, 
yet it doth: ſo by ſuch flow and 
inſcnſible.. degrees , that the 
ſame perturbation, which firſt 
diſcompoſed the, mind , | may 
have a ſtrong influence into all 
ſucceeding deliberations for 'a 
long time after. Even as after 
an. acute Feaver, when' the 
ſharpeſt paroxyſmes are aver, 


and the malignity of the diſcale| 
well ſpent, although the party 


begin to recover {ome degrees 
pf ſtrength, yer there may xe- 
waip. for a..good, while. atter 

NY ef fuch 


Me 


es 
ſach a debility in 
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the parties, as 


that they cannot exerciſe their 


| proper funRions, but with ſome 


weakneſs more or leſs, till the 


| party be, perfeRly recovered: 


Sith therefore the after-iterati- 
ons of the firſt Vow in the pre- 
ſent caſe,did proceed apparant- 
ly from the rancor and malig- 
nity. remaining in the mind; as- 
the dregs:and_.reliques of the 


| ſame perturbation, from which 


the firſt Vow alſo proceeded : 
they muſt upon the ſame ac- 
count (to wit, per defetFun 
plene deliberations) undergo 
the {ame cenſure of -Raſhneſs 
with the farſk Vow. The ſame 
I ſay for the kind 5 ſome diffe- 
rence I grant there is for the 
degree : but Magi, Minus 
61383521 wow 


T7 58). 


ful in the preſent Caſe, thatthe 


more dclibcrare thofe after-aQs. 
were,'the more culpable' they 
are, and rhe Je{s capable ecirhet_ 


of Excuſe, or Extenuation; and 
conſequently doe oblige the 
party to ſo much the more fe- 
riQus, ſolemn, and laſt:ng' Re- 
pPentance. 

4: But concerning” ra(h 
Vowes: (in as much. as the 
knot ofthe Queſtion lyeth not 
there.) it ſhall ſuthce to »nors 
theſe few P' nts, Firſt, 'That 
every Rsſh.Yow is a fin; and 
thar upon its own- ſ{core,'and 
pre: tlely as ir 15/r4ſb; alchough 
«.ſhoulttnord&anyorher-way 


i. peccant, 


#01 wartant ſpeciem, we know. 
And the comfidination of thats 
difference is only thus: farr uſe» | 
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peccant, All + of Religious 


worſhip (by the importance of 


the thirdCommandment)are to 
be pcrformc -d with al due {obri- 
ety, attention, and adviſedneſs : 
how. much more than a Yow ? 
which is one of t':e higheſt as 
of worſhip , as beinz a ſacred 
contra, whereunto God him- 
ſelf is a party. See Eccl.5. 1, 
&c, Secondly, That Raſh Vows 
are for the moſt part, ( belides 
the Raſhneſs peccant in their 
martcr alſo ; For they are com- 
monly made in Ferns and all __ 
paſſions are evil Counſellors, - 
and Anzcr as bad a5 the wor 
The wrath of Man ſeldom 
worketh the righteouſneſs of God, 
Thirdly , That a Raſh Vow, 
(though to be repented of he 
l 


© , 
; * 
LA ——- 


(60) 


the Raſhneſs may yet in| 


' "ſome caſes bind. As for ex: 
ample; A man finding himſel 
ill uſed by a Shop- keeper, 0 of 
whom he had formerly been 


-— accuſtomed to buy, vowerh in 
' a rage, that he will never buy] 


of tim again : This 1s. a Rath 


Vow; yet it bindeth, becauſe] 


if the party had never made 
any {nch Vow at all, it had nei: 
ther been -unjuſt or unchart- 
table, (nor ſo much as impru- 


dent) in him for. to have done 
the ſame thing, which by his 


Vow he hath now bound -him- 


ſelf ro do. So if a man impati- 
, ent. of his ill luck at Cards, 

ſhould Vow in a beat never to 
play ar Cards any more he 


Wo were ig this calc allo bound'to 


Keep 


(61) | 
| keep. his Vow: becauſe there 
x4 neither is any fin in keeping it, 
elf} nor can be any great neceſlty 
olf why he ſhould break it. Thar 
enl therefore Fourthly ,-if at any 
in| time a Raſh Yow bind not ; "the 
invalidity thereof -proceedeth 
{h} nor meerly (nor indeed art all) 
ſe] from the Raſhneſs ( which yet + 
de] is a very common error © &- 
i-| mongſt men ) bur from the 
t- | faultineſs of- it otherwiſe; in 
1- | reſpe& of the matter, or thing 
ie | Vowed to be done; when that 
15 | which is ſo Vowed, is either fo 
1- | evil in irſclf, or by 'reaſon' of 
i- | circumſtances, becometh {ſo e- 
> | vil, that itcannot be performed 
o | without fin, 
eÞ-.: 5. That: therefore concern- 
o |'ing theVow in the preſent caſe, 
i 3 , | 


| 
_< 


(62). 
I declared my Qpinion that ir. 
iS; not at all obligatory ; it is) 
done upon this ground | which} 


15 a moſt certaintruth and con-Y 
ſented to by all). That Rez, ids 


cg, nul{4 obligation If a man 
ſball, Vow anything thatis cons. 
trary to Pity, 3: as if baving ta» 


ken offence at ſome” indiſcreet} 


paſſage in a Sermon of his own, 
Miniſter, be [ſhould vow that 
he would; never; come to the 
Church ,-or. hear. bim Preach 

gin :| Or; that is. contrary t6 
Fuſe 3 -a5\_to. cake away. the 
"life. of an innocent perſon, as 
os 492 perſons that:had 
vowed: they, would - mrither eat 
nor diink till thy. had Jlain 
Fevulzi, On never; to. make re- 
Rirariouto one whoathe knew 


bel 
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thhe had wronged: Or contrary 
1s: 


ch: 


lis. 


to Charity z - as ro be revenged 
pf, or never to be friends with, 
pne that had done him wrong : 
Or that is..contrary to: Mercy 3 
& ith1ving loſt fome money by 


{lending to: his friend; or having 
*[{martred by ſureriſhip.he ſhould 
brow never to lend any man . * 


money, or become ſurety for 


Jany man. again, Let ſuch a 


vow, 1 ſay, as any of theſe, or 
oy of the like'narure, be made 
either. ra(hly,' or deliberately, 
and ſtrengthened with: Oaths 
and Tmprecations,'in'the .moſt 
direful and folemn''. manner - 
that can be deviſed totye it on 
the-fafter 3 yer ir is altogether 
null and invalid as ro: che effeRt 
of Obligation, Whence thoſe 
Com- - 


(64) by 
common ſayings, 1» male progand! 
miſits reſcinde fidem; Ne ſilſiore 
Juramentum vinculam iniquitac 
it, &c., And we have a. goodfible 

reſident for it in David, aftetfwor 

had in a rage vowed the defit 

ftrugion of Nabal, and all thaou! 
belonged to him 3 which vowſie 1 
upon. better conſideration, hegom 
not only did not perform , butfior 
he blefled God alfo, for ſo projerv 
videntially preventing. the perqncc 


formance of it, by the diſcreeypou: 
demeanor; and intervention olþr t 


Ab "i 0d 

Nw the reaſon why ſuchjt h 
vowes ate not binding, is veryperi 
cogent and clear z Even becauſÞbl 
the party at {uch time as he i$o: 
ſuppoſed to: have made ſuclhvſ 
Vow, as aforeſaid; lay undetys 

anc 


| (65) 
nother ( a former and there- 
wore a ſtronger ) obligation to 
14ne contrary, - Andirt 1s agree- 
thble to all the reaſon in the 
teffworld , that he who either by 


us own voluntary a& , hath 

Sound himſelf (where lawfully 
owpe might ſo do) . or "by the 
heommand of his lawful Supe- 
dutfior ('rhat hath a right' to his 
rqervice, and may exact obedi- 
rence from him ) is already 
eepound to do or not to .do this 
1 olpr that ; (hould not have power ' 

Þdiſoblige himſclf therefrom, 
uchit his own pleaſure, or to ſu- 
eryperinduce upon himſelf a new 
uſPbligation contrary thereun» 
> i$0: Obligatio prior prejudicat 
uchhoſerior;, As in the. caſe of 
detMarriage, a precontraft with - 
1n04, one 
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one party , avoideth all afrery” 
contracts with any other : An 
ifa man convey Lands to {eve} & 
ral perſons, by deeds of ſevertÞ z 
date, the firſt conveyangq'n 
ſtandeth good, and all the reÞq 
are void ; and-ſo in all caſes ji 
like nature, The Obligatay'» 
power | therefore that is F p 
Fows, Oaths, Promiſes, &c."4þ 
ri2htly ſaid by ſome, to- be 4; 
conſtructive, not a deſtrnttiq » 
power. © Ihe meaning. 1s thc: 
ſuch a&ts may create a ney C 
Obliparion ,' where : was not; 
before; or confirm an old onf+ 
bur: it cannot deſtroy” an of 
one, or ſubſtirnte another caſ+g 
trary.thercunts, in rhe plas 
xhercof, W. 


UMI - 1 


G6) 
And the 'reafon_ of this 
q reaſon alſo; is yer farther evi- 
q dent ; for that 2uiſqurs obliga- 
"tur, alteri' obl;zarar,, When 
Q'man is obliged by-any a, 'ir'ts 
-alwayes ſuppoſed, that the 0b- 
F ligation is made'to ſome other 
| party : ro whom allo it is ſup- _ 
poſed fome right 'to. acertle; 
by -vertue of the faid -a&'ob/ 
qiigarory 5 "x tat that other” 
\ party 15 by the-ſaid at ſufh- 
C ciently veſted inrthat faid right, 
Of which' right he exntfor be 
again deveſted: and deprived 
, by the niccr a” of him, who 
intared Him" therein ;" and t5 
tobliged ro- perform it to hit 
Fit unlefs himſelf vive ebaſehr 
1:thereunto ) without' rhe'gree- 
| Feſt injuſtice in the World. 
_ Now 
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+>” 4 | ERS | 
Now God. having a perfe& 

right to our obedience, by his 
own obliging Precept , both: 
for the not doing hurt to any 
man, and for the doing good' 
to every man, upon all fit ops] 
portunities : andthis right alſo} ** 
confirmed, and ratified by ourÞ*" 
own obligatory a& in a ſolemn] P* 
manner, before many witneſſes| 7 
at our Baptiſm, whenwe vows Wl 
ed to keep all Gods Com|® 
mandments.: it were unreaſon- be 
able to think that it ſhould be-in{P* 
our power, by ahy after-a& 0 ob 
ours to difoblige our ſelves[P® 
from both, or either of. thoſe ch 
obligations. For then we might}” 

by the ſame -reaſon free ou ac 
ſelves: from the obligation off Þ! 
that latter AR alſo (ſuppoſe an Ve 
Oath 


(69) 
+] Oath, or Vow) by another 
:\ ſubſequent Oath, or Vow ; and 
| from thar _ by another: 
y and ſo play faſt and looſe,make 
4{ Vows and break them in infini- 
pe | 14mm. Evident it is therefore, 
{g| that every yow requiring any 
owing tobe done . which isre- 
nl Pugnantto any office of Piety, _ 
feel Foſtice , Charity , or Mercy, 
wel Which we owe eitherto God or , 
m2 £4n, .is void, and binderh nor z 
an becauſe it finderh us under: the 
in} power of a . former contrar 
off OÞligation, and hath nor ir felf 
vet Power ſufficient to free or dif- 
of) charge us from the ſame. 


OLE 
ohtl. 8, The general rule thus 
ar{<\cared, ic remaineth to exa- 
of Pine concerning the particular 


wp |Vow,now in queſtion, whether 
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#t-be void upon this account or; 
no? {twill be found hard I. 
believerto free this Yow , from 
being repugnantto the rules '© 
Fiſtice, bur impoſhble I am 
ſure, to: reconcile it with-che - 
perte&. Evangchcal ' Law af i 
Chartiy and Mercy. Firſt, Clualf ' 
and Political Jeſiice , requiretll * 


that.every man ſhould obey theſ « 
wholeſome Laws of his Corn | 
rey, and {ubmir himſelt co by 1 
ordered thereby, Now put thif . 1 
caſe (which is poſſible enoughſ c 
| that: the cDaughtcrs Hutbang 0 
fhould:for lack of {ſupport fronþ & 
his Father-jn-law.,or other wile 1; 


live ah C ye 11 great want, leaf. 41 
. ving his Wie, -and many fmaf .; 
Children bchind him; deftiruſ+ 4 
of all means for their necefſat 


| ſuſtenance: The:Law- would 
|.-(as 1 ſuppoſe)in thatcaſe, upon 
_ complaint:of che Pariſh ,.-and 


— 
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torthcireaſe, ſend the-Daugh- 


ter and her Childien tothe Fa- . ; 


ther; and compel him to main- 
tain them out -of -his Eſtate. 
Which order he ought to:obey, 


"nor can refuſeſo todo, with- 


out the high.contemipt of- pub- 
lick Authorjry. -:-and matifeſt 
violation! of | the Civil + Juſtice,- 
notwithſtanding his Vow to the 
contrary/3 The ;Law-muſt be 
oacyed whatſoever becomethof 


+ &erYVow; iahat caſe cherefore 


TITTY Cvideut the Now bindech 


| -410T» 


- 9./But favabes thould. nor 


{happen be. the zaſe.,C which 


mA ENG Any , " ok can 
D 2 tively 


: (72) | 
poſitively ſay before-hand :) 


the ' Parent 15 [nevertheleſs vn 
Moral Fuftice bound to provide | 


due maintenance for his Chil- 
dren and Grand- Children if he 


be able, St. Paul ſaith that Fa--. 


thers -ought to lay up for the 


Children. Trueic is, he ſpeak- | 
*., ctlvit but uponthe by , and by | 


way of Il'uſtration , in the 
handling of -another argument, 


very diſtant'from rhis buſineſs : 1 


but that doth not at allleflen the 
importance of it, ſuch illu- 
trations being ever taken 4 #0: 
11074, and from ſuch common 


notions as are granted,and con-: 
ſented unto by all reaſonable] 
men, ''The ſame'' Apoſtle:/ha-| - 
ving amongft other fifis of "the 


Gentiles, mentiotied diſobedi- 
/ ence 


” 


I 
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ence to- Parents in one:verſe; 
in the very next verſe, mention- 
eth alſo want of natural affeRi- 
on in Parents;: And the dilo-» 
bediencein the: Childe can; no - 
more diſchargetheParegttrom 
the obligation of that duty he . 
oweth to the: Childe, of affe- , 
ction , and maintenance;; then. 


the unnaturalneſs of the- Pa- 


" rent , can the Childe from the 


darty.he oweth to the Parent; of 
Henoar and Obedience, For the 
ſeveral duties , that 'by Gods 
ordinance , are to be -perfor- 
med by perſons thar” ſtand in 
mutual relation eicher ro other, 
are not pactional and condition- 


4b; as are. the: Leagues and 


Agreements made ' between 
Princes (- where the breach in 
v7 D'3 *'. one 


N * ” x 


4a ES SS Sd "+ 4 £ . 
Ss - , 9. 
4 - = : 
.444 ; . a 
Io - T&)) 
- " . " 


one-part; diſſolverhthee -obliga- © 
 tiononthe other) bur are abſs- - 
lute ahd indeperdent's wherein: 
each perſowis to Took to liims ? 
ſelf; :-and-the' petformance- of. 
the -daty"thar'lyerthr upon him, 
chough the other: party ſhould ' 
fail iathe performance of | his.: ; 


1-19, Something 1: foreſee, 
may-be objected in7this poine, 
concerning! the :lawfulnets: of 
_ the Parents withdrawing.main- 
tenance from the Childe- fei- 
ther in-whole, or ar leaſt im 


part)/in the: caſe of difobedi- ' 


ence... VVhich how far orthir 
may;. or may not be "done"y as 
it--would'be. ro0 long to exa- 
mzae, {0-3t! would'be of-litele 
avail-to tle:prefentibulinels, 
Foririsone: thing uo with-kold 


c main- 


ws — mw cc. ww Wa, . = &Y © a= Ma pw # 


6 TE = 


mugs »,.. wa, ot 


my * 


. 
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4 maintenance from a difobedi-” 

4 ent Childe for the preſent, and. 
{ torelolve {oro continue till) he 
{| ſhallſce cauſe to'the contrary; 


And another thing to--binde 


| himſelf by Vow-or Oath, never 


ro allow him any:for-the future; 


| whatſoever ſhould happen. Ler 
be granted whatſoever can be © | 
ſuppoſed: pleadable' on the: Fax 


thers behalf, in the "preſent - 
caſe: yet there will ſtill remain 
rwo particulars in. this Vow, 
not ealily- to be cleared* from 
being unjuſt. Firſt ,- ler-the 
Daughters diſobedience.. de- 
ſerve all-this utrermoſt of -pu- 
niſhment, from the offended 
Father 3 yer how can it be juſt, 
chat for the Mothers Faule ; the 


- pgor innocent {perhgps.yet uns. * 


D 4. barn} 


WY” (76) 

* born) Children, ſhould be ut-' 
terly, and irrecoverably cxclu- 
. ded, from all poſhbility of re-. 


lief from their Grand- Father 2 | 
Secondly, It is (if nor unjuſt} © 
yer what differeth very little | 


zhere-from ) the extremity of! 
rigid Juſtice z that .any offen- 
der i much leſs a Son or-Daugh- 


ter) ſhould for any offence, not: 
deſerving death, be by a kinde | 


of fatal peremprory decree, put 
into an incapacity of receiving 
relief fromſuch perſons, as 0- 
therwiſe ought to have relieved 
_ the ſaidoffender, without. any. 


reſervation either of the caſe of 


extreme neceſſity, or of the] 
_ caſe of ſerious repentarce. 


11, However it be for the 
point of Fſiice ; yet ſo appa- 
. | Tent 


- 
. 


— *— 


rent is the. repugnancy of. the, 


a 
x. 


matter. of this Fow .,. with the 


x precepts. of. Chriſtian Charity, 
+>] and Mercy ;; that if all I have 4 
+ 1 bitherto {aid were of. no force, 


le this repugnancy alone. were 
| enough. (without other evid- 
1-1 ence)toprovethe unlawtulnels, 
h-1 andconſequently,” the invalidi- . 
ot] - ty ,-.or. ingbligability thereof, 
le 4 Iris (noran Evangelical Coun- 
ue fel, bur )the expreſs. perem- * 
ng. | Ptory, precepr of Chriſt, that 
0.4 weſhould be m:rciful , even as 
ed} our heavenly.Father is ##ercifat. 
ny. And inaſmuch. as, not in_that * 
of} paſſage only, but for the. moſt 
he} Part whereſoever elſe the duty 
of mercy. is preſſed upoi us in 
a-| of. God: -:God'is repreſereed . 
nt D )] tO - 
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S's by the-h8e"] and binder | 
the notion") 4' Faber” al 
rough [' may" nor "Jay © mich 
weight ufo it%," as # demon? 
 ſtrative Proof" yer ['eoncerveT 
may cotimend its rationalTo* 
Pick; for all that are Fathers"to 

* conſider of, whether "it do not 

import, that mercy is ro be Ex- 


as" if not Taiher' th mote 
' then) from anyorher mart ; and 
that rhe want of mercy ina Far 
ther, is more unkindy,* more 
anſeemly, more uhridtural' heh 
21 *anorher man "Bir thjs'by 
the way, 'Froth that' preceprof 
\Chrift, we learn thar as there 
isin'God'a two: fold mercy, (a 
iing mercy, 1n'doing'us Nd, 
4 hovgh WE FEE! it Irs a 


ed from a Father as much | 


4 


—DO”__OT WEIR _ 


a—_— — ic. TL GS - Rm 


_—_—_——_ 


” ” 
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a forgiving mercy, in pardoning. -: 
us when we have done "amilss) + 
ſo there |ought-o 'be-irr every 


good Chriſttan man , areadt- "4 
neſs(afrer che examp/e of God) 


to ſhew forthrthe fruits of wer 
c3 to.others; in both kindes; up- 
Qn all proper; and / meetocea- 
ſions. .So thar if anyiperſon;of ' ? 
what quality or- condivion"f0- 
ever, ſhall upon any provoca- 
tion whatſoever vow that he 
will gever doany thing for ſuch 
or ſuch a man, or thathe will 
never - forgive. ſuch or fuch'a - 
man: every ſuch Vow, beins 
contra bones mores, and contra 
officium hominss Chriftiant', is 
unlawful, and bindeth nor. -= - 

12; | The offices) of mercy in 


te former of. thoſe two brafi- 


ches, 


" —y 


ches, viz, of doing good,- and | 
affording relict to thoſe that 

are in neceflity; are themſelves 
-of {ſo great necefſiry (as the } 
caſe may be).thar common hu- ! 


Manity would exaG the perfor- 


mance of them from the hand, : 


not of a ſtranger only , but 


even of an enemy. If a.ftran- * 


ger, Or an enemies Beaſt -lie 
weltering in a Ditch, a belpin 
hand muſt be lent to draw it 


out. The Samaritans compaſh- }] 
on-to the wounded T raveller, } 
inthe Parable, Luke 10.(There | 
being afeud, and thargrounded F 
upon Religion , which com- ' 
monly of all others, is the moſt |. 
deadly feud between [the two 
Nations) 15 commended to our : 
example, to the great at” 
O 


—=. | 


eo A _»* Wh, © tw Fa, ww 7 


gu mn FL. 7 es « a+twu VFraflnm © 


_»_ 


OY 


1 of the Pe 
'T their, want of Bowels to their 
poor Brother, of the ſame Ns- 
] 1ion, and Religion with them- 
| ſelves g For he nearer the Re- 
lation is between the Parties, 
the ſtronger is the obligation of 
ſhewing mercy either to other. 
And there is ſcarce any relati- 
on nearer, and more obliging, 
then that of Parents and Chil- 
dren. 

| — Our Saviour, who in Marth. 
 1I5 ſharply reproved ſuch vows, 


+ (though made with an intenti- 


| on to advance 'the Service of 
God, by inriching his treaſury) 


4 as hindred Children from re - 


lieving cheir Parents , will "not 
certainly approve of ſuch vows 
(made withour anyother inten- 

tion 


ieſt,' and Levite, for 


, Fi x 
Fe 
KN 


"(82)_ 
tion, then to grgrifie-gage, and | 
impatience ) as hinder Pareats 
fromrelievingitheir, Children. 
103 2, If tO WvHid the farce of * 


OOTPNT« it (ball. be jal-- 


Gs , that rhe Daughters 
di 


niſhed., and. .that..it were-but 
equal that ſhe, who had(o lit- 


tle regard to her Father,. when 7 


che time: was, ſhould be-as lit 
tle regarded by him-afteiwards: 
All. this granted,comerh nat yet 


Pp -tO-the pbint- of, * ſhewing * 


Mere according tothe example 


"of. God. No Childes difobedi- 


' Enge/ can be: {0 great -t0'an * 
earthly Parent, as Qurs-1s. to our / 
OO Father:; Yex,doth he 


nort- 


\ 
"24 
Ad 


| 


ience,in 2 bulineſsof ſo. 
igh concernment, might juſtly-: 
Fs erveto be. thus ſeverely PUt--« 


 orwirhſtanding! all our ill de- 
Y  fervites 
12009; 
| neceffiries), aid cattfing his Spfi 
*}to ſhrine, Th! his 
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continually” do us 
communicating to” our 


Vin ro fall; 


int infinire benefi inall kinds 


"| to deſcend r upon 'mankinde/ nor 
7 excluding the” 'moltWianklefs, 
4. afd' difobexiens, 

from havin! 


4nd rebc1lious; 
a ſhare therein, - 


i034: -Ajd as for that othet 


| branch of -Mercy an oP 


offences: God giverh a tich e 
ample roall met], of their! da- 
ty in'thar Kinde,( ad ro Farhetrs 


phtricularly)by his great readr- 


refs to pardon the greateſt. of- 


_ fenders , if they fincerely ſeek 


tohim fot it; 1f rhe Farher in 


| the Parable Luke 45,” trad: pro? 
- with”/'ſoch'-! ſeverity 


againſt 


'- ceived him again z . he had jo 
a ery improper exemplar, 

where 
mercy: of: God to. repentant: 
- finners, Concerning the great, 
” ortance of this duty, w KY 
o frequently, inculcated Y 


Chrilt, and his Apoltles, a and 


peremptorily enjoyned, as not | 


any other duty.more. See Mat. 
614,15. 'Mas. 18. 21.35, 
Eph, 4.32, Col. 3.13..Fames 
2.:13;; See alſo Sire. 28,;1, 
&c.]. 1 (hall nor; need to {ay 
much : only as to the preſent: 
Caſe, it would he conlidered, 


how, peryerſe a coutlſe it is, and | 


contradictar to it {elf , fo 


man. to k himſelf _ 


y.to, ſhadow out the! 


oa a. 


my hs © 4 A _ — 33 


a ws tas os awe mA  #\ tw R8nﬀxx3A/A% 


| (85) 

by one incon{iderate at; never 
to-forgive his Daughter ; when 
as yer he cannot beg pardon of 
his own fins , at the hands"of 


+ God, (as he ought in his daily 
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prayer io do) withour an Ex- 
preſs condition of forgiving 
| .every body, and an implicit 
imprecation upon himſelf , -if 
he do nor. 

15. But ſhall the Daughter 
thar hath thus grieved the{pirit 
of her Father , thus eſcape un- 
pnniſhed, and be in as good' a 
condition , as if ſhe had never 
offended > And will not others 
be incouraged by her impunity, 
| to deſpiſe their Parents after 

- her example > 'There-is much 
reaſon in this objeRion 3: and 
therefore what I have hirherto 
written 


n FEST. » | - 
wy . 1 . P- Ly > | fa - 
< i" To gn q = R - 
. - _. - _— % 
* . = - 
| : | ( | ) 


written,ought not to be under-- 
fiood, as it thereby were inten- 
ded fuch a plenary indulgence | 
for the Daughter, as ſhould re-" 
ſtore her in 1nregr2m, bur only* 
that ſhe ſhould be made capable” 
of receiving ſuch relief trom her? 
Father, from. time to'time," 


AS intelation to her neceſhties, 
and after- carriage, from-time to 
times ſhould ſeem reaſonable; 
and that his Vow ought not to 
binder him from affording. her 
ſuch relief. But by . what de- 
grees, and in what proportion. 


the Father ſhould thus receive ]. 


ghter'; into his fatherly 
affeftion.andrelieve-her, mult 


his Daug 


be left to diſcretion; and the] |. 
t'exigence of circumſtances, On-] 
-ly\fhould advile-(in order to 


the 


L at. 


-- ($6 
] theobjedtiondd: 


Ct POP 


s. forexatnples 


* {| ſake,” and that the Danghter 


wn @ << T is 


T [Z —— TP -_  wz *" & 
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might be-made, even to her dy- 


ing"day, 'and kept, ſenſible of 


$ her great"and finful "difobedt- 
F ence toher Father) that the Fa- 
I ther ſhould cut off from® his 
1:-Daughter , and her Poſterity, 
{ſome meet: portion -6f' his E- 


ſtate, (as perhaps a fifthpart ar 


the leaſt 3'dr if a fourth,” or 'a © 
whole third parte, I ſhould like 


itrhe berter :) and by'af{olemn 
deliberate vow ; dedicate" the 


ſame ito bs. yearly imployed/tn 
fomie pious and charitable uſes. 
'Thele 'rimes- will - afford him 


choice of obje&s, if: God ſhall 


| .movthis heart foro'do,; andby 


ſo:domg,be may, Firft,inſome 
ſorrredeem/and make: _ 
"O 


= Y 
of ſartisfaQtion for- his former" fo 
.  , © Raſhneſs, (not Popiſbly under-] 0v 
ſtood, and in regard of the Fus bu 
flice of -God, but) in a moral 
ſenſe, and in regard: of rheþ9© 
world, and his own Conſcience, he 
Secondly, it may be/a good}'a 
means to keep the Daughter in] ca 
a continual freſh remembrance] W 
of her fault, har ſhe may not] ®! 
after a ſhort and flight repens i 
tance (as in ſuch caſes too often] 8 
ithappeneth) forgerthe ſame 
whereof ſhe ought ro. have 
ſome remorſe all the dayes of 
her life. Thirdly, he ſhall there-| 
by after e ſort, perform his firſt 
vow 3 Tt mean according to the 
general intention thereof,” anc 
the rational-part,/(which.was to 
make his Daughter _ her 
olly 


— (89) 
1er] folly, and to ſmart for it:) the 
er. | over-plus more then this, being 
Cu] but the fruit of rancor and per- 
ral eurbation. Laſtly, he ſhall in ſo 
cheþ doing, doubly imitate God, our 
ce, heavenly Father. Firſt, when a 
50d} ra(h,or ſinful a& is made an oc- 
rin] calion of a pious, or charitable 
ncel work; it bearethſome re. 
{1 blance of , or rather is indeed it 
ſelf a gracious effe& of thar 
{ goodneſs and wiſdom in God, 
| whereby he bringtth light our 
of darkneſs , and.good out of 
evil. Secondly , God himſelf 
when he graciouſly pardonerh 
a high preſumpruous fin, as he 
| did Davids great fin,inthe mat- 
and] ter of Uriah, commonly layerh 
5 to] ſome laſting afflition upon che 
her] offender 3 as he did upon D4- ' 


Ilv vid, 
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" "ata ſalin 
pardonfor that; fins) by- then; 
{carct ever hada quiet. Nay all 
his ife long. The reaſon, wheres 
of ſeemethto be-double , -parts 


ly for admonition to others that] 


none preſume to. provoke Godl 
in like manner, leſt they {mary 
for it alſo 1n like manner : and 
partly for, the good of the of 
tender, that; he may by rhe 
ſmart be brought to the deeper 
ſenſe of. his etror, and be; cft- 
{oons reminded: of-it,, leſt he 
ſhould tg9igon forget: iT; 


oh Ls 1 ub very mack 

PF (in Kal mg at cendition' 1 
have been iny ues (mcg ther CL 
ftion: £81640, FR) 40S $114 
worteinr ytJ6t-£0nz3nge) che 
* Wag re 


7m” © »% ww x 


"I 4 a 
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1s red my: apinicn Fully I 
4 * 
underſtand. it, More largely-1 _ 
1 confeſs then T intinded , 07 per- 


greater ſeverity then (it may 


3 WL x 
oy pen y 
F b e” — . 


. (54). 
the whole buſntſs as far" as I 


haps. was neeaful:: "and with - 
be) the parties will well like'of, 
But truly 1 deſired 10 do the pars 
of 4 faithful Confeſſor, and the 


ſores.on both parts-ſeemed to be 
1. ſuch ai were not to:be touched, 


with too gentle a hand :" In phe 
Dauzhter, an att of high diſe- 
bedience, tranſported by the paſ- 
fron of inor dinate love; and in 
the Father an act of great Raſh- 
neſs, trinſported by the paſſion 
of inordinate anger: both beyond 
the bounds of right Reaſon, and. 
Religion., ana'both to be deeply 
repented of, Howſoever, I cannot 


be 


: I. 4 
-_ yo = % Pl wo 
—_ 


© beſoſpe#edio have written any F 

. thing, gither out of favour for, 

. or prejudice againſt either party; 
m0 having the leaſt conjetture,Þ 
> who the perſons are that are cons 
* cerned in the buſineſs.: nor ſo 

much as in what part of the Na-F 
tio they live. I ſhall pray thas 
Gad would dire them both , to 
do that which may beſt ſerver} 
his'glory, and bring the ſoundeſt 


compares -10 their own ſouls, 


Amen, 
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